Third Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2026 + 9:30 am

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2417 Drexel Avenue - Racine, Wisconsin 53403
(262) 634-7998
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel
and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath,
and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, O¢héthi Sakéwi, Kickapoo,
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their
enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be
mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope
in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ
from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.

Gathering Song “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW 334, vv. 1-3, Lent 3
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Lent 3

Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: M: Hau

igen
fext and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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praise, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.

A - men.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water,
you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring
us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to
God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is
the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
LoRD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LoRrD, “What shall I do for this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” > The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck
the Nile and go. ¢ will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of



Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the
LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 95
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)

! Come, let us sing | to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving

and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, | are a great God, and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;

the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5> The sea is yours, | for you made it, and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6 Come, let us worship | and bow down, let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7 For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture

and the sheep | of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would | hear God'’s voice!
¢“Harden | not your hearts,

as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert.
9 There your ancestors | tested me,

they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works.
10 Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying,

‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’
11 Indeed I swore | in my anger, ‘They shall never come | to my rest.””

Second Reading Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ death
God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we how
live in hope for our final salvation.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in
our hope of sharing the glory of God. * And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions,
knowing that affliction produces endurance, *and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, ° and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might
actually dare to die. ® But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us. “ Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood,
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. ° For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been



reconciled, will we be saved by his life. '* But more than that, we even boast in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your  word.
Gospel Announcement
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel John 4:5-42

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many
others to faith.

[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph.© Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It
was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” ¢ (His disciples
had gone to the city to buy food.) ° The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew,
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)
10]Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a
drink,” you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” ' The woman said
to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? '2 Are
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us
the well and with his sons and his flocks drank
from it?” 13]Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, '* but
those who drink of the water that [ will give them
will never be thirsty. The water that I will give
will become in them a spring of water gushing up
to eternal life.” > The woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty
or have to keep coming here to draw water.”




16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have
no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ '8 for you have had
five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 1° The
woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain,
but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 2! Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.
24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2> The woman said
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim
all things to us.” 2¢ Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

27Tust then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no
one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 26 Then the woman left her
water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 2° “Come and see a man who told me
everything [ have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on
their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has
brought him something to eat?” 3 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent
me and to complete his work. 3° Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But
[ tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 3¢ The reaper is already
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 sent you to reap that
for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman'’s testimony, “He told me
everything [ have ever done.” *° So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with
them, and he stayed there two days. ! And many more believed because of his word. *2 They said
to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day “For All the Faithful Women” ELW #419
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en who served in days of old,
2 O God, for saints and ser - vants, those named and those un-known,
3 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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To you their lives bore wit - ness, pro-claimed your pow’r to  save.
that, faith-ful in your ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.
we sing glad al -le - lu - ias and strive to do your will.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each
petition ends with:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig,
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Bonnie Ayers, John Falk, Sue Heckel, Donna Johnson,
Linda Bagley, Carmen Falk, Tom Johnson, Mario Miranda, Lynda, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee
and Mark Hooper, Missy Hoffman, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs,
and Eloise and Larry Laugen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your
offering in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office,
you can even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then
follow the prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s
camera to give on our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for
automatic giving on our website as well!

Thank you for your generosity!

Offering Song
The Assembly may rise in body or spirit as the offering is brought forward.
'  — — — T
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
0 |
1D I | [ [ == | I I I | ]
@.‘ b p— | E——— — T —— | | —
v -
spir-it  with - in me. Cast me not a-way from your
[ Q IID | I— | et | | | I— | Jr— [ ™ |
@k b | J | | | | I I I I r—'l | | 1 | |
J —_—
pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me.


http://www.racinelcredeemer.com/

I | — |
S, 1 r
”; o L ] | ! - [ —o L] !
Re - store to me the  joy of your sal-va-tion, and up-hold me
Db I P | T p— — T e
e S et S S s B T
N = =
with your free Spir-it. Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God,
0 |
1D | D — I | A — | Il |
e — T o — E——— — q
MO_LJ_‘_‘—J_!‘—‘—Q P - i
v
and re - new a right spir - it with - in me.

Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
.... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Presiding Minister continues, the Assembly responds when prompted:
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. ...
... Grace your table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.
... burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit. ...

The prayer concludes: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Distribution of Communion

Ifyou are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is
bread of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for
you.” As you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.’ If you are worshipping with
more than one person, please serve one another as you able using the above words.
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Communion Song

“O Bread of Life from Heaven” ELW #480
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2
Music: O WELT, ICH MUSS DICH LASSEN, Heinrich Isaac, 1450-1517; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
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Table Blessing

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, *+ bless you now and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” ELW #623
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or 1 die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872
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Announcements

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
Serving Today
Altar Flowers: Linda Bagley
In Honor of Don’s Birthday
Assisting Minister: Nancy Vandewinckel
Reader: Jennifer Dustman
Usher: John Wosyk
Altar Guild: Susan Krikau Sorensen & Lori Rennock
Musician: Paul Berge
Pastor: The Rev. Stephen Samuelson
This Week @ Redeemer
Monday: GriefShare - 10-11:30am
Wednesday: Mid-Week Lent Meal and Worship @ Bethania
Soup Supper - 5pm; Worship — 6pm
Sunday: Sunday Worship - 9:30am
Celebrations this Week
Birthdays: I[sabel Marik (3/8); Erna Joswig (3/11); Mark Hooper

(3/13)

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved

Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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