Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22,2026 + 9:30 am
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In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might
also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, O¢héthi Sakéwi, Kickapoo,
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their
enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be
mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope
in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ
from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.

Gathering Song “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW 334, v. 1-3, Lent 5
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Lent 5

God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
hold us close through each tomorrow,
love as near as every breath.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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praise, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.

A - men.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God,
your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again
in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will
know that “I am the LorD.”

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”
answered, “O Lord GoD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. ® Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢ I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon
you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I
am the LORD.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ¢ I looked, and there were sinews on them,
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and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord Gobp: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” 101 prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them:
Thus says the Lord Gob: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that [ am the LORD
when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 1* 1 will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I,
the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130
I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)

1 Qut | of the depths I cry to | you, O LORD;
20 Lorbp, | hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, O LORD, | who could stand?
*Yet with you | is forgiveness, in order that you | may be feared.
5] wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; in your word | is my hope.
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the
morning, more than those who keep watch | for the morning.

7.0 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;

with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
8 For the LORD shall | redeem Israel from | all their sins.

Second Reading Romans 8:6-11
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions
and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the
dead and will also raise us from the dead.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed,
it cannot, ¢ and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 19 But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation
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Save us as you prom - ised; we  will trust your  word.
Gospel Announcement
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel John 11:1-45

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend
out of the tomb and restores him to life.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. # So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, ¢ after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

’Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ¢ The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” °]Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. 1° But those who walk at night stumble because the light
is not in them.” ! After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am
going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” 3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. 1* Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '°> For your sake [ am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 1 Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. ¥ Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, !° and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. 22 But even now [ know that God will give you whatever you ask
of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2 Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2° Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 2¢ and everyone who lives and



believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3* He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 3> Jesus began to weep. ¢ So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” *° Jesus said to her, “Did 1
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” ! So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. *2 knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” > When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” #* The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped
in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

4> Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in
him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The Assembly may be seated for the Sermon..

Sermon




Hymn of the Day “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” ELW #452
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4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
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SO learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir - it’s u - ni-ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all
with kind and gen - tle hearts for- give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each
petition ends with:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig,
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Bonnie Ayers, John Falk, Donna Johnson, Linda Bagley,
Carmen Falk, Tom Johnson, Mario Miranda, Lynda, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and Mark
Hooper, Missy Hoffman, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs, and Eloise
and Larry Laugen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our

website as well! Thank you for your generosity!
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Music: Liturgyv of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.
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Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
.... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Presiding Minister continues, the Assembly responds when prompted:
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. ...
... Grace your table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.
... burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit. ...
The prayer concludes: Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Distribution of Communion

Ifyou are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is
bread of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for
you.” As you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.’ If you are worshipping with
more than one person, please serve one another as you able using the above words.
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Communion Song “As the Grains of Wheat” ELW #465
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all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Table Blessing

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” ELW #857
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from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.

Text: Rick Founds, b. 1954 LORD, | LIFT YOUR NAME
Music: Rick Founds PM
Textand music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Music Services

Announcements
Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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Serving Today

Altar Flowers: Susan Krikau & Roland Sorensen
In Memory of our Fathers, Rev Henry Krikau &
Ronald Sorensen
Assisting Minister: Charles Julius
Reader: Paul Berge
Usher: Linda Bagley
Altar Guild: Jeanne Schierstedt & Jane Wilson
Musician: Paul Berge
Pastor: The Rev. Matt James
This Week @ Redeemer
Monday: GriefShare - 10-11:30am
Wednesday: Mid-Week Lent Meal and Worship @ United
Soup Lunch -1 pm, Soup Dinner - 5pm; Worship -
1pm & 6pm
Sunday: Sunday Worship - 9:30am;
Festive Potluck Coffee Hour after Worship
Celebrations this Week
Birthdays: Kiley Skenandore (3/23), Jan Brandies (3/26),

Roland Sorensen & Chris Dustman (3/27)

Texts for Next Sunday, March 31st, Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion
Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; John 11:1-45

Cover Image: JESUS MAFA. Jesus raises Lazarus to life, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville,
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48269[retrieved March 16, 2026]. Original source: http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact page:
https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact).

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved

Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091
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