Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday

April 5,2026 + 9:30 am

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2417 Drexel Avenue + Racine, Wisconsin 53403
(262) 634-7998
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed,
“God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns
of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God'’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of
holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with
joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love.

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Ochéthi Sakéwi, Kickapoo,
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their
enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be
mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and
sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Song “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” ELW 365
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly king, Al - le - Ilu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - Ilu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - Ilu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - In - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ia!
praise him, all you heav’'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - ln - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - ln - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - In - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Let us pray. O God,
you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Acts 10:34-43
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the
prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, *° but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable
to him. 3¢ You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: *® how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death



by hanging him on a tree, *° but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *! not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. “2 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. *3 All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)

I Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2Let Israel | now declare, “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
14The LORD is my strength | and my song, and has become | my salvation.
15> Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!
16 The right hand of the LORD | is exalted! The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”
171 shall not | die, but live, and declare the works | of the LORD.
18 The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
19 Open for me the | gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks | to the LoRD.
20“This is the gate | of the LORD; here the righ- | teous may enter.”
211 give thanks to you, for you have | answered me and you have become | my salvation.
22 The stone that the build- | ers rejected has become the chief | cornerstone.
23 By the LoORD has | this been done; it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24This is the day that the | LORD has made; let us rejoice and be | glad in it.

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth,
3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community

Music: BE NOT AFRAID, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.. agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Gospel Announcement
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news:
Jesus is risen!

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. * His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing white as snow. * For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. ¢ He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.” & So they left
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. ° Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. !* Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there
they will see me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day “Thine Is the Glory” ELW #376
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759



Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

Prayers of Intercession
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each
petition ends with:

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig,
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Bonnie Ayers, John Falk, Carmen Falk, Mario Miranda,
Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and Mark Hooper, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi
and Larry Krebs, and Eloise and Larry Laugen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our

website as well! Thank you for your generosity!
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...

.... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Presiding Minister continues, the Assembly responds when prompted:
... We praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.
... We bless you, O God.
We bless you, O God.



... We thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

... as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. ...

... Grace your table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
... burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit. ...
The prayer concludes: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Distribution of Communion

We offer gluten-free bread and (red) wine or (white) grape juice. We also have pre-packaged cups if you wish
to receive in that manner or to bring home to a loved one. If you wish to remain in your seat, please indicate
to an usher & the worship leaders will come to you.
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Communion Song “The Day of Resurrection” ACS #936
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3 Now let the heav’ns be joy-ful, let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa-ther, all praise to Christ the Son,
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for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end!
and hon - or, powr, and glo - ry as-cribe to God a - lone!

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: ANASTASEOS HEMERA, Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950
Music © 2014 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Table Blessing

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
Blessing
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and

the Spirit, our advocate and peace, F bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!” ELW #382
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2 Christ is ris-en! All the sad-ness of our Lent-en fast is  o’er;
3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that last eve-ning round him lay
4 Christ is ris-en! Hence-forthnev-er death or hell shall us en - thrall.
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Grate-ful - ly our hearts a - dore him as  his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see himrise, the vic - tor now,

See the grave its first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;
All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of  our trem-bling hearts have ceased;

bow - ing down in  joy be-fore him, ris - ing up from griefs and tears.
an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.
Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing; he was lost, but he is found.
hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.

Refrain
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Sing his prais-es! Al -le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!
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Announcements

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Serving Today
Assisting Minister: Lori Rennock
Reader: Kevin Rattle
Usher: Linda & Kevin Rattle
Altar Guild: Jennifer Dustman & Jan Brandies
Musician: Paul Berge
Pastor: The Rev. Matt James

This Week @ Redeemer

Monday: GriefShare - 10-11:30am
Sunday: Worship - 9:30am

Celebrations this Week
Birthdays: Jessica Mishleau (4/7), Brenda Kasprovich (4/8),
Sarah Cunningham & Alexus Hetchler (4/10),
Cayla Julius (4/11)

Cover Image: “The Resurrection”, Kelly Latimore. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved
Sending Hymn: Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. Music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091
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