
Ascension of Our Lord  
May 17, 2026 + 9:30am 

 
 

 
 
 

 

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Očhéthi Šakówi, Kickapoo, 
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their 

enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting 
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be 

mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.  
 

 GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us Lake Michigan, the Root River, the Fox River, 
and all bodies of water. 
Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
2417 Drexel Avenue + Racine, Wisconsin 53403 

(262) 634-7998 
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine 

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will 
empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to 
look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter 
feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine
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Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Gathering Song  “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” ELW 393 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty God,  

your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for 
us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything 
into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
First Reading Acts 1:1-11 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from 
Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 
2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering Jesus presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the dominion 
of God. 4While staying with them, Jesus ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for 
the promise of the Father. “This,” Jesus said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7Jesus replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by divine authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 9When Jesus had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “You Galileans, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 24:7-10 
Lift up your heads, O gates, that the King of glory may come in. (Ps. 24:7) 

 7 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 8 Who is this | King of glory? 
  The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, might- | y in battle! 
 9 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 10 Who is this | King of glory? 
  Truly, the LORD of hosts is the | King of glory. 
 
Second Reading  Ephesians 1:15-23 
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are given 
the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this 
inheritance provides. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know God, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the 
hope to which God has called you, what are the riches of God’s glorious inheritance among the 
saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of God’s power for us who believe, according to 
the working of God’s great power.  
20 God put this power to work in Christ when God raised him from the dead and seated him at the 
right hand of Power in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and might and 
dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 
And God has put all things under the feet of Christ and has made him the head over all things for 
the church, 23 which is the body of Christ, the fullness of the one who fills all in all. 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

Gospel Announcement 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Gospel Luke 24:44-53 
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy 
Spirit. 

[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you 
what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.” 
50 Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While 
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
  



 7 
 

Hymn of the Day “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” ELW #208 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 
Prayers of Intercession   
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each 
petition ends with: 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig, 
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Afton Hunnewell, William Schultz Jr., Bonnie Ayers, John 
Falk, Carmen Falk, Mario Miranda, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and Mark Hooper, Mary 
Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs, and Eloise and Larry Laugen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 
Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering 
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can 
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the 
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on 
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our 
website as well!     Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Offering Song  

 

 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray. Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

  

http://www.racinelcredeemer.com/
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
.… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 
 
The Presiding Minister continues, the Assembly responds when prompted: 

… We praise you, O God. 
 We praise you, O God. 
… We bless you, O God. 
 We bless you, O God. 
… We thank you, O God. 
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 We thank you, O God. 
 
… as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. … 
The prayer concludes: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is bread 
of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for you.’ As 
you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.’ If you are worshipping with more than 
one person, please serve one another as you able using the  above words.  
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Communion Song “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” ELW #857 

 
 
Table Blessing 
 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

Blessing 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,  
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 



 13 
 

Sending Hymn “Go to the World” ACS #991 

 
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Go in peace. Live the Good News! 
Thanks be to God.  
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This Week @ Redeemer 

 Monday:   GriefShare – 10-11:30am 
Wednesday:  Bible Study – 1:30pm 
Sunday: Worship – 9:30am 

 
Celebrations this Week 

Birthdays: Damian Cook (5/20); Linda Petersen (5/23) 
 Anniversaries:  Matt James & John Weit (5/23);  

Stephanie & Scott Naegeli (5/24) 
  
 
 
Texts for Next Sunday, May 24th, Day of Pentecost 

Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 
 

 
 

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved 
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091 

Serving Today  
Altar Flowers:   Linda Petersen 

In Memory of Bruce 
Assisting Minister:   Sean Fair 
Reader:    Sheila Fair 
Usher:    Jim Kasprovich 
Altar Guild:   Marilyn Rentz & Nancy Vandewinckel 
Musician:    Paul Berge 

 Pastor:   The Rev. Matt James 


