
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026 + 9:30am 

 
 

 
 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  
We are so glad you are here! 

Hymns marked as ELW may be found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal and hymns marked 
as WOV may be found in the blue With One Voice hymnal. Assembly responses are in bold typeface. 

 

 
 GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary, 
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 

Amen. 

Let us bring every burden to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy, 
we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. 
Within ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good 
is at war with the evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. 
We repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power 
strengthen you in doing what is good. Amen. 
 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
2417 Drexel Avenue + Racine, Wisconsin 53403 

(262) 634-7998 
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those 
often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 
weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine
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Gathering Song  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ELW #344

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. You are great, O God, 

and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading  Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah helped to fulfill God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah would become the 
ancestors of many nations. 
┌Laban received a visitor who said,┐ 34“I am Abraham’s servant. 35The Lord has greatly blessed 
my master, and he has become wealthy; the Lord has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my 
master when she was old, and Abraham has given him all that he has. 37My master made me swear, 
saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I 
live, 38but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’  
42“I came today to the spring and said, ‘O Lord, God of my master Abraham, if now you will only 
make successful the way I am going! 43I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young 
woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar 
to drink,” 44and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”— let her be the 
woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’  
45“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar 
on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 
46She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your 
camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are 
you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring 
on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord and 
blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the 
daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with 
my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”  
58And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” 59So they 
sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60And 
they blessed Rebekah and said to her,  
  “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession  
       of the gates of their foes.”  
61Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man, and the 
servant took Rebekah and went his way. 62Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi and was 
settled in the Negeb. 63Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field, and looking up, he saw 
camels coming. 64And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the 
camel 65and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The 
servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told 
Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He 
took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death. 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 45:10-17 
God has anointed you with the oil of gladness. (Ps. 45:7) 

 10 “Hear, O daughter; consider and | listen closely; 
  forget your people and your | father’s house. 
 11 The king will de- | sire your beauty; 
  he is your master, so | bow before him. 
 12 The city of | Tyre brings tribute; 
  the wealthiest of the people | seek your favor.” 
 13 All glorious is the princess | as she enters; 
  her gown is | cloth-of-gold. 
 14 In embroidered apparel she is brought | to the king; 
  after her the bridesmaids follow | in procession. 
 15 With joy and gladness | they are brought, 
  and enter into the palace | of the king. R 
 16 “In place of ancestors, O king, you | shall have sons; 
  you shall make them princes over | all the earth. 
 17 I will make your name to be remembered from one generation | to  
   another;therefore nations will praise you forev- | er and ever.”  
 

 
 
Second Reading   Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be 
wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I who do 
it but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in 
my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer 
I who do it but sin that dwells within me.   
21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight 
in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my physical body another law at war with the 
law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my body. 24Wretched person 
that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord! 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel Announcement 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
Gospel  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face. 
He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 

┌Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:┐ 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,  
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;  
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.’  
18“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son-of-Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ Yet Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”  
25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal the Father.  
28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW #742 
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession   
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each 
petition ends with: 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 
  

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig, 
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Nancy Nelson, Afton Hunnewell, William Schultz Jr., Bill 
Schultz, Bonnie Ayers, John Falk, Carmen Falk, Mario Miranda, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee 
and Mark Hooper, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs, and Eloise and 
Larry Laugen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 
Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering 
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can 
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the 
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on 
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our 
website as well!     Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Offering Song  
The Assembly may rise in body or spirit as the offering is brought forward. 

 

 
 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray. Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus,  
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

  

http://www.racinelcredeemer.com/
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Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed, right our duty and our joy…. 
    .… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:. 

 

 
 
The Presiding Minister continues giving thanks for God’s salvation and blessing. 
The prayer concludes: Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!  
 
Distribution of Communion 
If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is bread 
of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for you.’ As 
you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.’ If you are worshipping with more than 
one person, please serve one another as you able using the  above words.  

 

 
 
Communion Song “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW #608 
 Words on page 12. 
 

Table Blessing 

 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of 
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

Blessing 
The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, 
☩ one God, bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and every day. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” ELW #888 

  
Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God.  
 

+  +  + 
 

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Očhéthi Šakówi, Kickapoo, 
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their 

enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting 
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be 

mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.  
 

 
  

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved 
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091 
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Communion Song “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW #608 
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This Week @ Redeemer 
Monday-Thursday: Neighborhood Camp & S.A.L.T. continue!!! 
Sunday: Worship – 9:30am 

 

Celebrations this Week 
Birthday: Nancy Shortess & Marion Julius (7/5), Steven Hooper, 

Ethan Hooper & Emma Naegeli (7/11); Tyler Vance 
(7/12) 

 
Wedding Anniversary: Mary Anne & Fred Falk (7/6); Louise & David 

Thoennes (7/7); Brenda & Jim Kasprovich (7/11)  
 

 

Upcoming Commemorations    
Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 
Monday, July 6, 2026 
Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses 
in the church, and was seen by Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming 
movement. He was found guilty of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at 
the stake. 

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 
Saturday, July 11, 2026 
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in 
Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks 
around him. He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines 
and adapted by others. 

 

 
Texts for Next Sunday, July 12th, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 


